
 

 

Term 3, Week 2, 19th July, 2017 
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 Principal’s News 

Catholic Education Week is held from 23-29 July and is an opportunity for all Catholic 
schools to celebrate and promote their distinctive mission and ethos. It is a time for us to 
reflect on the special purpose and qualities of Catholic schools that make us different. 

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in 
the wider community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to 
reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 

Catholic education: 

• Is a faith-based education which places the values of Jesus at its centre 

• Is a high quality, holistic education for 1 in 5 young Queenslanders, educating 
them to be well-informed, highly skilled and constructive members of the    
community 

• Values diversity and treats each student with dignity enabling them in turn to 
promote and respect the dignity of all 

• Nurtures in students a commitment to social justice and a critical social        
consciousness 

• Prepares students for global responsibilities through stewardship of the earth’s 
resources 

• Is an integral part of the local and universal Church 

• Occurs in welcoming, inclusive, and connected communities. 

To learn more about Catholic Education, do the following link. 
http://www.catholiceducationweek.com.au/ 

http://www.catholiceducationweek.com.au/


 

 

Principal’s News continued 

Monster Raffle 

Our fete is getting closer and the St Joseph’s community will be having the Monster Raffle. We 
would be very grateful if anyone knows of a business that would be kind enough to donate a 
prize for the raffle. Please see Mrs Gerrard.  

Open Day 

St Joseph’s open days are Friday 21st July from 9:30-12:30pm and Saturday 24th July from 9:00-12:00pm. If you 
know anyone who is seeking a catholic education for their child/ren, then please inform them of the above 
times. We will gladly give them a tour and discuss the high educational standards we offer. This is a great            
opportunity for students beginning Prep in 2018.  

Bishop’s Visit 

Bishop Ken Howell will be visiting the school on Friday and will be attending our Catholic Week liturgy at 1:45pm. 

Families are welcome to attend the liturgy. He will be meeting with teachers during lunch on Friday and with the 

P&F for afternoon tea. The Bishop will be at Mass on Saturday night in Murgon and again on Sunday morning at 

Wondai. 

Preparation for 2018 

As St Joseph’s begin the preparation for 2018, it is important that we know our class numbers. If you know that 
your family will not be attending St Joseph’s in 2018, would you please inform the office staff. If you have a child 
attending Prep in 2018, please let us know as soon as possible. If you know anyone who would like their child to 
commence Prep in 2018, please ask them to contact the school for an enrolment pack and appointment time. 

Personal Items 

Students are requested not to bring their own toys or sporting equipment to school. If they do bring items to 
school to play with, then the school is not responsible if the items are misplaced.  

School Protocol 

It is Brisbane Catholic Education protocol, that if a person has an issue with another family or student, they are 
not to approach them personally but to take the matter to the Principal. 

Colour Fun Run  

We encourage all students to continue to get sponsorship for the Colour Fun Run on Friday 28th July. This is a 
fundraiser for P&F and the children who raise money will have the chance to win some great prizes.              
Please support this event. 

Multicultural Week 

Week 1-NAIDOC 
Week 2-Australia-celebrating the unique things about us all. 
Week 3-Indonesian-as this is the language we learn. 
Week 4-South African 
Week 5-Indian 
Week 6-Italian 
Week 7-Filipino 



 

 

Principal’s News continued 

Please engage in the Premier’s Reading Challenge and         
encourage your child to read as many books as they can      
during the challenge period. 

We encourage all children to read as often as they can and 
improve their reading level. 

Have a wonderful  week ahead. At mass on Sunday we heard the story of the ‘Sower and the 
Seed’ (Matthew 13 1-23). It reminds us to provide the best possible environment to support the 
growth of our students, staff and families. Our little seeds are given the best opportunities to 
learn and grow at St Joseph’s and with parents as the first educators and staff attending to all 
their needs, success is achievable. 

Tracey Gerrard   Principal 

“Never see a need without doing something about it” 

Mary McKillop 

DATE CLAIMER -   

St. Joey’s  

School and Parish Fete   1st SEPTEMBER, 2017 

Stalls, Rides, School Performance, Chook Lotto, Cakes, Novelty,                                                          

Craft and much, much more.  

We would like to hear from you if you can offer any assistance at all. 

‘Many hands make light work’ 

CRAICCHS is a community-controlled health organisation, which provides a health 

care service to the Indigenous and South Burnett wider community in our area. A male 

and female health worker will be coming to our school on Monday afternoons, each 

week from 1.40pm to 3pm.  They will be available to attend to any students experienc-

ing skin conditions i.e. boils, wounds etc.  If you do not wish your child to be seen by 

these Health Nurses please contact us at the Office.  41681 627. 



 

 

APRE NEWS 

Welcome to Week 2! We had a wonderful start to the term last week. The children showed 

great eagerness towards their new learning for the term.  

Catholic Education Week     23–29 July 2017 
 

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated across Queensland from 23 - 29 July this year. This annual event is 
held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great things that take place in        
Catholic schools every day.  The theme for this year’s celebrations is:  Sharing the Journey. During Catholic     
Education Week 2017, Catholic education communities across Queensland are invited to celebrate how they 
are sharing the journey. We will celebrate Catholic Education Week this Friday, gathering as a school for a      
liturgy in the church at 1.45pm. We are lucky to have Bishop Ken Howell joining us for this celebration. Year 6 
and Prep will be leading us and we invite all families and friends to also join us for this liturgy. 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  

School Sleepout  

This year we are increasing our awareness of homelessness issues by being a part of the St Vinnie’s School 
Sleepout Initiative. We will be simulating what life might be like for those in our community without a place to 
call home. Every night 19 838 Queenslanders have no place to call home. The event will be held at St Joseph’s 
in the Nano Nagle Resource Centre on Friday 4th August. Due to the nature of this event we are only offering 
the ‘sleepout’ experience to Years 3 to 6. We will offer the dinner part of the experience to any child in Prep to 
Year 2 from 5pm to 7pm.  

Dinner will be at 5pm and will include a hot dog and popper.  
Cost: Prep to Year 2 dinner is $5 and Year 3 to 6 sleepout including dinner and breakfast is $10.Year 3 to 6 
students will be required to bring a pillow and sleeping bag, warm clothing and a toothbrush. Students in 
Year 3 to 6 will need to be picked up at 8am from school on Saturday 5th August.  

A permission note has been sent home with the eldest in the family. If you have misplaced yours and require 
another copy, you can pick one up from the office. Permission forms are due back by Friday 28th July so          
catering can take place.  

Catholic Rituals and Gestures 

Each newsletter, I will include a ritual or gesture that will be seen through different liturgies or masses that we 
participate in at school. I will include a brief explanation about why Catholics do this. Sometimes a physical    
gesture or posture helps us to focus our mind for what is at hand and upon God’s Word. Bowing, kneeling, 
folding one’s hands, not to mention the Sign of the Cross, help us to focus our body and soul for prayer and 
worship. 
 

Sign of the Cross 

The Sign of the Cross is a cross traced with the right hand, touching the forehead, the chest, and then the left and 
right shoulder. The words In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen are said aloud or 
silently as the sign is made. We make the Sign of the Cross with holy water, which is a sign of our baptism, upon   
entering the church and exiting the church and many times during the Mass as well as at the start and end of prayer 
time. The sign of the cross is a reminder of Jesus’ self giving love.  



 

 

APRE News 

Jess Marshall    Acting Assistant Principal – Religious Education  

 

 

 

 

       SATURDAY 29TH JULY        SUNDAY  30TH JULY 

       Proston  9.00am                   Murgon 8.00am 

       Wondai  5.00am 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Wednesdays  -  Wondai 

5.30pm Thursdays  -  Murgon                     

9.30am Fridays  - Murgon 

SUNDAY 23RD JULY 

Wondai          8.00am 

Cherbourg    10.00am 

SATURDAY 22nd JULY 

Proston  9.00am 

Murgon  5.00pm 

Parish Mass Times  Phone Fr. Subin Thomas 

Premier’s Reading Challenge  

A reminder we are participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The reading period for this challenge will 
finish on the 25th August. Children in Prep to Year 4 have to experience 20 books, while students in Year 5 and 6 
have to read 15 books. Please write down any books that you have read to your child or any books they have 
read and hand these titles back in to the classroom teacher. Thank you for encouraging reading in your house-
hold. Happy Reading!  

Upcoming Dates 

20th July – Ration Shed Excursion for Years Prep, 1, 2, 5 and 6 
21st July – Ration Shed Excursion for Years 3 and 4 
21st July – Open Day 9.30 — 12.30 
21st July – Year 5 at Castra for Anointing Mass 
21st July – Catholic Education Liturgy, 1.45pm led by Year 6 and Prep 
22nd July – Open Day 9.00 — 12.00 
24th July  -   Barambah EEC O/N Camp Year 4 
25th July  -  Barambah EEC  Day Visit Year 3 
31st July – Year 3 Prayer Assembly 
1st August – Year 3 at Castra 
4th August – St Vinnie’s School Sleepout, 5pm  

Congratulations to Br Julian Quinlan 
 

The Dempsey Medal for outstanding service in the Archdiocese of 
Sydney was awarded in St Mary’s Cathedral last Sunday, 16 July 2017, 
to 20 recipients. Br Julian Quinlan was one of these recipients. He was 
awarded the Dempsey Medal for his lengthy work in the Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine. 

Family and friends were present with him when the Medal was pre-
sented by Archbishop Anthony Fisher during the 10:30 am Mass. The 
Dempsey Medal honours the memory of James Dempsey, a     
convict and lay Catholic pioneer from Sydney ’s early European 
settlement. 



 

 

The busy bee Preps were buzzing to get back into the classroom this 
term. We have begun some new and exciting learning, while having lots of 
fun. The Very Hungry Caterpillar has helped us begin learning the days of 
the week. We have started looking at the weather and how to care for      
special places. The Preps were also very excited to meet a new friend, 
Healthy Harold. Harold the Giraffe taught us about being caring friends who 
are healthy and safe. The students loved meeting Harold and travelling into 
space with him. We are very excited to begin our Show and Share topics next 
week.  

Classroom Tweets 

Year 2  have started the term setting their Learning Goals.  Students have conferenced 

about their reading goals and their book targets per week in an attempt to better their 

record from last term.  

In English, we are reading a narrative passage, The Ugly Duckling and selecting information from it 

about ‘ducks’, to write an information report. In Mathematics, students are learning about fractions and 

how we use them in everyday life. They will get to explore how many parts [fraction parts] are contained 

in a Kit Kat bar by the end of the week.  

Students are eagerly trying to earn 100% behaviour days in order to cash their 80% of the term into a 

rewards day, so far they are hitting the mark. They are enjoying adding the percentages at the end of 

the day and get quite excited with their tallies. Keep the GREAT start up Year 2 Stars. 

The students in Year 3 
have jumped straight back 
into learning. They have 
been looking for ideas in 
the Old Testament about 
God and creation. They 
have also begun exploring 
what it takes to be a poet 
by breaking down a poem 
and creating their own 
acrostic poem. 

 Year 5  are looking forward to an exciting Term 3! The students are 

already planning the fun things they will be doing at camp and are looking for-

ward to this great opportunity offered to us by St. Rita’s. We are already working 

hard studying fractions, starting our fantasy novel study and an interesting      

Science unit about Light. Watch this space for the thrilling adventures of Year 5 

this Term.  



 

 

Classroom Tweets   

Year 1  are already back into the swing of 
things!      We finished off our measure-

ment unit in week 1 by measuring doorways and our class-
room, using arm spans. We have also been brainstorming 
what makes us all special. We have read  Thelma the        
Unicorn and created our own unicorns which look               
fantastic! Can’t wait to see what Term 3 has in store for us!  

Year 6  It has been a wonderful 

start to the term and 

great to see all the students back ready to 

learn. We have been busy visiting the Life Ed 

Van and learning about the importance of look-

ing after our health and developing our          

decision making skills.  I am looking forward to 

seeing the growth of  the students this            

semester!  

In Year 4 we are very excited to be going on camp next week 

(week 3) for an overnight stay at Barambah Environmental           
Educational Centre. On both days we will be learning about the 
wonders of nature and how to maintain the environment we live 
in for our well-being and survival. This camp will be a great learn-
ing experience as it is a part of our H.A.S.S and Science units of 
work that focus on sustainability.  



 

 

 Happy Birthday to our July Birthday Students 

Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 

William Taylor 17th Ayiesha Smith 7th Mikayla Quinn 19th 

Week 1  S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       

Prep Riley Schulz 

Year 1 Braith Quinn 

Year 2 Bessie Barrett 

Year 3 Xavier Greenwood 

Year 4 Lauchlan Williams 

Year 5 Trent Aubrey 

Year 6 Latisha Byers 

Book club flyers went home and are due back by 21st July. Thank you! 

Nell Guteridge 

Book Club News 

Tuckshop News 

PLEASE NOTE  -   Change to the Tuckshop Menu. Hot Dogs will replace Mince Rolls 
on the Menu.  $3.00 Per Hot Dog & 30C Extra for Cheese. 

                                 RSPCA FUNDRAISER 

On the 6th September 2017 there will be an RSPCA Fundraiser Stall.  All proceeds from the 

stall  will be donated to RSPCA.  Our highest price for an item will be $2.50. Alessa Druery,   

Lucy Hobbs, Abigail Cooke Rollings, Mikayla Quinn and Caitlin Barnett will be running this 

fundraiser with the help of Mrs Gerrard.  Some of the items for sale will be cakes, cookies, 

cupcakes and more.  There will also be ‘Guess the number of jelly beans in the jar’ competi-

tion for 50c, or 3 for $1.00.  We hope that we can raise enough money for RSPCA to purchase 

new and better equipment.  The fundraiser will be on held at both break times. We thank the 

people who will donate to this worthy cause.  


